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Dear Disability Determination Service:

Ms. Adkins comes in to the Bloomfield Hills Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. She is accompanied by an interpreter who helps with sign language. As well, when she walks into the room, she is accompanied by her daughter who helps her to ambulate and avoid hazards in the environment. Apparently, Ms. Adkins was born deaf. As she got older, she began to lose vision. She states that her vision declined first on the left side in 2011 and then gradually she lost vision on the right side as well. She developed difficulties with her balance and was diagnosed with Usher syndrome. She has not had a job and claims that she cannot perform the visual tasks required in the work environment. She has not had eye surgery and does not use eye drops.
On examination, the best corrected visual acuity is hand motions only on each side. This is at distance and near, with and without correction. The pupils are equally reactive and round but sluggish. There is lateral jerk nystagmus and torsional nystagmus on both sides. The intraocular pressures measured 13 on the right and 15 on the left with the iCare tonometer. The slit lamp examination is unremarkable. The media are clear. The fundus examination shows dense and diffuse bone-spicule pigmentation throughout the periphery and posterior poles on both sides. The vessels are significantly attenuated and the optic nerve heads have waxy pallor. The eyelids are unremarkable.
Visual field testing with the Goldmann-type kinetic perimeter with a III4e stimulus without correction and with good reliability shows the absence of a visual field on both sides.
Assessment:
1. Retinitis pigmentosa.
2. Nystagmus.
Ms. Adkins has clinical findings that are consistent with the near total loss of vision on both sides. Based upon these findings, one would expect her to have difficulties performing the visual tasks required in the work environment. She cannot read, she cannot use a computer, and she cannot avoid hazards in her environment based upon visual stimuli. Her prognosis is poor.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,
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